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Dear Friends:

This letter serves as the seventh annual Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Asian Giving Circle.  The Asian Giving Circle (AGC) is a donor advised fund comprised of contributions from individual donors who support the goals of the AGC.  These goals are: to bring a new source of funding to nonprofit organizations serving the Asian American communities of metropolitan Chicago, and to increase the awareness of philanthropy in these communities.
Launched in December 2002 in Chicago, the AGC is the first volunteer-run giving circle comprised of individual Asian American donors in the U.S.  Affiliated with The Chicago Community Trust, its membership consists of a diverse group of Asian Americans who pool their financial resources and expertise to support Asian American nonprofit organizations in the Chicago area.  

For 2010, the Asian Giving Circle seeks to support efforts focused on increasing organizational capacity for fundraising. 
· AGC is interested in supporting strategies that enhance the organization’s overall ability to work towards the improvement and maintenance of its fundraising capacity.
· Fundraising strategies that are eligible for AGC awards include but are not restricted to: professional development fundraising trainings (including additional classes/seminars on grantwriting) for staff and board; implementing planned giving, bequest protocols and other earned income methods; developing a sustainable individual donor base; and creating branding/communications fundraising materials such as case statements or brochures for prospective donors.
This year, we are offering a brief conference call to address your general concerns regarding the application process. PLEASE NOTE: Since the AGC primarily operates through the volunteer efforts of our members, we are unable to schedule individual “Q-and-A” sessions for the grant applicants.

The conference call will take place on October 5, 2009.  If you are interested in participating, please RSVP by October 2 to asiangivingcircle@cct.org.  

We encourage your organization to respond to this RFP.  Please submit one copy of the attached application form to: 

Asian Giving Circle

c/o The Chicago Community Trust

111 East Wacker Dr., Suite 1400

Chicago, IL 60601

The due date for applications is October 30, 2009.  Site visits will be conducted with finalists between February and March 2010, and grants will be announced and awarded in May 2010.  
For other questions, please contact us at 312.616.7728 or asiangivingcircle@cct.org.
Sincerely,

Padma Tumuluri 


Benjamin Ho
Grantmaking Co-Chair

Grantmaking Co-Chair
Asian Giving Circle

Grant Application Form

2010 Funding Guidelines

The Asian Giving Circle seeks to support strategies focused on maintaining and increasing the fundraising capacity of organizations serving Asian American communities living in the Chicagoland area..  

· Fundraising strategies that are eligible for AGC awards include but are not restricted to: professional development fundraising trainings (including additional classes/seminars on grantwriting) for staff and board; implementing planned giving, bequest protocols and other earned income methods; developing a sustainable individual donor base; and creating branding/communications fundraising materials such as case statements or brochures for prospective donors.
· We will consider the proposals that meet the following criteria:

· Nonprofit organizations with 501(c)(3) status. Fiscal sponsors are allowable with accompanying fiscal agent sponsor agreement.

· Organizations serving a predominately Asian American population (includes Southeast, South, and Central Asia).

· Organizations serving the Metropolitan Chicago Area (defined as Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, or Will Counties).
· Preference will be given to proposals which are requesting AGC support for existing fundraising strategies.

· As these AGC awards are aimed at developing fundraising capacity, priority will be given to organizations with an annual organizational budget of $2 million or less.
· Previous AGC grant awards have ranged from $2,000 to $7,000 with an average grant award of $4,000.

· The Asian Giving Circle will not support: scholarships or fellowships; private or public educational institutions; religious organizations for religious purposes; political parties or political action committees; capital campaigns or endowments; hospitals; or government or municipal agencies.  

· Grantees from the previous year (2009) are not eligible for grants in the 2010 cycle.  All other previous AGC grantees are eligible.

Required Attachments (Please provide in the following order)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1. Audited financial statements for the last fiscal year, if available, or Form 990.  If neither document is available,

         include an un-audited financial statement.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2. Current year’s operating budget to include both projected expenses and revenues.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
3. Development budget (if available).
 FORMCHECKBOX 
4. A list of foundations, corporations, or governmental agencies which funded your organization in the last fiscal

         year, including amounts contributed ($1,000 and above).     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5. Verification of your organization’s or fiscal agent’s tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) and 509(a) of the  

         IRS code.  If using a fiscal agent, please include a letter of authorization.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
6. If the project for which funding is sought is a collaboration with other agencies, include letters of agreement       

         from the collaborating agencies.

If additional materials are needed (such as annual reports or board lists), AGC will request that they are available at the site visit.

Important Notes
Please include a cover letter that outlines the strategic link between your proposal and AGC’s mission. 
Check the Donors Forum’s website for current resources on grantwriting:  http://www.donorsforum.org/resource/rescen.html
Need more assistance?  Contact asiangivingcircle@cct.org or 312.616.7728.

Asian Giving Circle

Chicago Area Grant

2010
_____

Organizational Information

Organization name:          
Program/project title:          
Amount requested: $         

	Address:         

	City:                
	State:                               
	Zip:            

	Telephone:                                                                 
	Fax:           

	


	Executive director:         
	Telephone:         
E-mail:        


	Name/title of contact person:          
	Telephone:        
E-mail:        


Total organization budget for current year: $             

Date of incorporation:                
FEIN number (or equivalent):          
Is your organization tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3)?   FORMDROPDOWN 
             Section 509(a)?    FORMDROPDOWN 

If not, do you have a fiscal agent? (please identify organization, contact person, and telephone number and E-mail)  

     
	


Summarize the organization’s mission (2- 3 sentences)

     

Provide percentages and/or descriptions of the populations your organization serves.

Race/ethnicity (if applicable)

	     
	%  Asian American/Pacific Islander  

       
	    
	% African American
	
	

	     
	% Caucasian
	     
	% Latino


	
	

	     
	% Native American
	     
	% Other                                        
	Total % (should equal 100%)
	0%


	     
	% Female
	     
	% Males
	Total % (should equal 100%)
	0%


Staff and board composition in numbers 

	
	Staff
	 Asian/Pacific Islander

	Paid full-time    
	     
	        ______

	Paid part-time
	     
	        ______

	Volunteers
	     
	        ______

	Interns
	     
	        ______

	Board 


	     
	        ______                                    

	Totals
	0
	


Summarize the purpose of your request (5 sentences or fewer)

     
	Time frame in which the funds will be used:
	From:       
	To:         



List other private and public funding sources for this particular request.

	Funding sources—to date
	Amount 
	Date received

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


	Funding sources—pending
	Amount 
	Date received

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	
	
	


	Organization Budget (last fiscal year)     Expenses $      
	Revenues $       


Development Budget (if available)
$       
	Signature of authorized official                                                                                                         
	Date:       


Name/Title:         
Proposal Narrative (Please provide the following information in this order.  Do not use more than 5 single-spaced pages, exclusive of attachments.  Please staple; do not bind your application.)
A. Organizational Background

1. Organization’s mission, history, overall goals and/or objectives.
     
2. Description of current programs and activities.  Please emphasize major achievements of the past two years.
     
3. Description of formal and informal relationships with other organizations.
     
B. Proposal Description
1. Please provide the following information:

· Brief description of your proposal. 

· How does this proposal impact Asian American communities in Chicago?

· How does your proposal match this year’s priority area: Fundraising Strategies?

· The community needs or problems that your proposal will address, including populations served (if applicable).

     
2.  Describe how your proposal addresses these identified needs.
     
3. Strategies employed to implement the proposal:

       (1) goals and objectives, (2) timetable for accomplishing stated goals and objectives, (3) methodology,

      (4) staffing, and (5) collaboration with other agencies including description of partners.

     
4.  Explain if and how the proposal will be supported after termination of the grant.
     
C. Evaluation

1. Explain how you will measure the effectiveness of your activities.
     
2. Describe your criteria for success.

     
3. Describe the results you expect to have achieved by the end of the funding period.
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